From: Senator George Rauscher sen.george.rauscher-akleg.gov@shared1.ccsend.com
Subject: The latest news for you
Date: March 13, 2026 at 5:55 PM
To: d29@mtaonline.net

The 34th Alaska State Legislative Session
March 2026 Update

Sutton/ Valdez / Chickaloon / Eureka / Greater Farm Loop / Fishhook/
Sheep Mountain / Glacier View / Kings Lake / Anderson-Clear / Big Lake/
Cantwell/ Denali Park / East Schrock / Healy / Houston / Knik Goose Bay

No. 4 / Trapper Creek / Susitna / Talkeetna / Willow

Today is the 53rd Day of the legislative session. Earlier this week, the Senate passed the
Governor's supplemental (HB 289) with an amendment that passed on the Senate Floor. The
new amended version of the supplemental stripped all the language in the previous bill and
added match funds for the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities to fund the FY26
federal match requirement which puts much needed road projects back on the books for this
summer. It also appropriates from the general fund to the disaster relief fund as well as the fire
suppression fund. The amended supplemental passed by a vote of 20-0. This brings the initial
$530.8 million CBR draw down to roughly $373.5 million.

After the supplemental passed the Senate, it was sent to the House for a concurrence vote. The
House sent the supplemental to the House Rules Committee.

Read HB 289 here: HB0289E

Senate Transportation

Senate Transportation has heard presentations from the Foraker Group and the Alaska
Municipal League on the impact of delayed payments to Alaska ‘s nonprofits. We also heard
from the DOT on Advance Construction and Federalization which is a Federal Highway
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important for projects in Alaska during times when transportation needs exceed federal funding
and helps our State with our short construction seasons and high mobilization costs.

Senate Resources

Senate Resources has heard bills such as SB 253 Sulfur Content of Marine Fuel which would
set a sulfur content limit for fuel used by large commercial marine vessels that operate in Alaska
waters. We also heard SB 224, which is a Governor’s bill, that would allow state lands that are
deemed suitable for commercial development to go through a lease to sale program with a
required public notice.

Over the past few weeks, | have received hundreds of emails from constituents and many other
Alaskans regarding SB 161 which would end bottom trawling in state waters after a study on the
effects of bottom trawling has been conducted. We also heard a new bill in Senate Resources
today that was introduced by the Senate Resources Committee, SB 275, that many think would
negatively impact the Alaska LNG project by expanding legislative oversight of AGDC and the
project, adding a 9.4% tax on taxable income over $5,000,000 and requiring the release of
proprietary information.

Lastly, my bill SB 230 Jonesville PUA will be heard in Senate Resources on Monday, March 16th
at 3:30 pm. You can send comments to the Senate Resources Committee to
SenateResources@akleg.gov.

Read SB 161 here: Microsoft Word - SB0161A.DOC
Read SB 275 here: SB0275A
Read SB 253 here: SB0253A
Read SB 224 here: SB0224A
Read SB 230 here: SB0230A

This week in photos

This week, the House and Senate held a joint session to hear Congressman Begich's annual
address where the Congressman stressed the importance of the Alaska LNG project and asked
that lawmakers not become a roadblock in making the project happen.
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This past weekend, | had the opportunity to attend the Official Restart of the Iditarod which
kicked off in our district: Willow. | met with the mushers and wished them well as they prepared
to embark on the nearly 1,000-mile journey of challenging terrain to Nome. I'd like to thank all the
crews, volunteers, mushers, and their families who help make this event possible.

I'm wishing you all the best and will be cheering you on!

Keep up with the mushers here: Current Race Standings — Iditarod
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I met with Col. Matt Johnston, Commander of Eielsen AFB and Lt. Col. Zach Embers (USMC) of
SOCOM in Juneau who gave me an update on their priorities and investments in infrastructure.

As always, my door is always open if you have any questions, concerns, or comments. If you
want to set up a meeting, please contact my office at 907-465-4859 or send me an email to
sen.george.rauscher@akleg.gov .

Community Contacts

Mat-Su Borough
Edna DeVries, Mayor
907-861-8682
Edna.DeVries@matsugov.us

Palmer
Jim Cooper, Mayor
425-736-7175

Wasilla
Glenda Ledford, Mayor
907-373-9055
mayor@cityofwasilla.gov

Valdez
Dennis Fleming, Mayor
907-835-4313
dfleming@valdezak.gov

Denali Borough
Chris Noel, Mayor
907-683-1330
dbgov@denaliborough.com

Big Lake Community Council
Jodi Riddell, President
907-414-3359
jlayne74@hotmail.com

Chase Community Council
Mike Woods, Chair
907-354-5815
mollyhops@mac.com

City of Anderson
Katie Griebe, Mayor
907-582-2500
coaclerk2@mtaonline.net

City of Houston
Carter Cole, Mayor
907-892-6869 .ext 206
jkahn@houston-ak.gov

Louise, Susitna, Tyone Community Association
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JdRE AIIUECIS, IFITesIiuciiL
907-727-4276
alaskananders@yahoo.com

North Lakes Community Council
Rod Hanson, President
907-841-8735
president@nlakes.cc

Point MacKenzie Community Council
Jim Mills, President
907-519-4036
ak.jamills@gmail.com

Talkeetna Community Council
Jonathan Korta, Chair
907-203-2532
jon@talkeetnacouncil.org

Trapper Creek Community Council
Jay Kresge, Chair
907-982-4483
jkresge101@gmail.com

Willow Area Community Organization
Tryg Erickson, Chair
waco_chair@waco-ak.org

Sutton Community Council
Earl Houser, Chair
Suttoncommunitycouncil@gmail.com

Chickaloon Community Council
Jeff Myers, Chair
907-707-6943
info@chickalooncc.com

Glacier View Community Council
Garry Wolske, President
(907) 232-1713
glacierviewakcc@gmail.com

Fishhook Community Council
Joe Irvine, President
907-355-2213
FHCC.AK@gmail.com

Chitina Native Corporation
Jason Hart, President
907-823-2223
info@chitinacorp.com

Copper Valley
Ahtna Intertribal Resource
Anne Thomas, Chair
907-822-4466
connect@ahtnatribal.org

Cheesh’na Tribal Council
Marilynn Beeter, Chair
907-822-3503
www.Cheeshna.com/contact/



District O Legislative Information Office (LIO) Contact Info

Mat-Su LIO
907-376-3704 / 855-376-3704 (toll free)
LIO.Mat-Su@akleg.gov
http://matsu.akleg.gov

Glennallen LIO
907-822-5588/ 855-822-5588 (toll free)
LIO.Glennallen@akleg.gov
http://glennallen.akleg.gov/

Valdez LIO
907-835-2111/ 855-835-2111 (toll free)
LIO.Valdez@akleg.gov
http://valdez.akleg.gov/

Fairbanks LIO
907-452-4448/ 855-552-4448 (toll free)
LIO.Glennallen@akleg.gov
http://glennallen.akleg.gov/

Session Contact (January 2oth- Mid May)
State Capital, Room 419
Juneau, AK 99801
Phone: 907-465-4859
Toll-free: 888-465-4859
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