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Sutton/ Valdez / Chickaloon / Eureka / Greater Farm Loop / Fishhook/
Sheep Mountain / Glacier View / Kings Lake / Anderson-Clear / Big Lake/
Cantwell/ Denali Park / East Schrock / Healy / Houston / Knik Goose Bay

No. 4 / Trapper Creek / Susitna / Talkeetna / Willow

Today marks the 109th Day of the legislative session. Earlier this week, the Senate took up the
operating budget on the floor, during which I moved three amendments for consideration.
The first amendment allocated $2 million to the Department of Public Safety to establish a state
trooper post in Talkeetna, an area that has been experiencing increased activity along the Parks
Highway corridor, including the communities of Willow, Talkeetna, and Trapper Creek. My
second amendment was to fund a park ranger position in Valdez to support public safety,
resource protection, and visitor management in one of Alaska's busiest and most heavily visited
outdoor recreation regions - a position that has remained vacant since 2015. Lastly, I offered an
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resource protection, and visitor management in one of Alaska's busiest and most heavily visited
outdoor recreation regions - a position that has remained vacant since 2015. Lastly, I offered an
amendment pertaining to community assistance intent language that provided clear legislative
direction to ensure that community funding is utilized in a manner consistent with Article VIII of
the Constitution regarding Natural Resources.

Regrettably, all three amendments failed to pass. The operating budget passed by a vote of 17
yeas to 3 nays. I was a no vote, including on the CBR vote. The House took up the operating
budget today and failed to concur with the Senate version.

Resources
 
This week in Senate Resources, CSSB 280 continued to dominate committee discussion as
members worked through the latest version of the Governor’s oil and gas tax proposal tied to the
Alaska LNG project. On Monday, the committee rolled out a new committee substitute, Version
H, making several significant changes from Version G. Among the most notable revisions were
additional restructuring of the Alternative Volumetric Tax (AVT) framework, modifications to how
revenues are distributed between the state and municipalities, and expanded authority and
responsibilities for the Department of Revenue to administer and enforce the new tax system.
Version H further refines provisions on taxpayer disclosure requirements, project agreements,
and reporting obligations, while continuing the shift away from the more municipality-driven
structure in the original SB 280 toward a more state-administered framework. Concerns remain
regarding the overall complexity of the system, implementation costs to the state, impacts on
existing municipal taxing authority, and whether some disclosure provisions could create
practical or competitive concerns for project participants.
 
Looking ahead, the committee calendar has expanded significantly, with six additional meetings
added next week, meaning Senate Resources will meet twice daily, Tuesday through Friday. The
primary focus will remain on CSSB 280, with committee amendments scheduled for Tuesday
morning. Several of the amendments I’m offering are intended to improve certainty for Alaskans,
municipalities, and existing energy producers while making the legislation more workable in
practice. One amendment would restore the original municipal allocation structure for the AVT
closer to what existed in prior versions of the bill, rather than routing distributions through
legislative appropriation. Another amendment would ensure Cook Inlet suppliers continue to be
prioritized for in-state gas demand for as long as economically viable gas remains available in
the basin, helping protect Southcentral Alaska energy security during the transition to a larger
statewide gas line project. Additional amendments address the Community Impact Fee and the
approval requirement for foreign relationships.
 
In addition to SB 280, the committee will also hear HB 93, which relates to residency
requirements for hunting and trapping, and HB 79, which names the Vic Fischer Shoup Bay
Marine Park.
 

Transportation
 
This week in Senate Transportation, the committee heard two important pieces of legislation
focused on emerging transportation issues and consumer protections: HB 302, relating to travel
insurance, and HB 217, relating to autonomous vehicles. HB 302 updates and modernizes
Alaska’s travel insurance statutes by establishing clearer regulations for travel protection plans,
travel retailers, and insurance producers, while also strengthening consumer disclosure
requirements and oversight standards within the industry. The bill is intended to bring Alaska
more in line with national standards as the travel insurance market continues to evolve.
 
The committee also heard HB 217, legislation establishing a legal and regulatory framework for
autonomous vehicles operating in Alaska. The bill addresses definitions, operational
requirements, safety standards, insurance obligations, and oversight authority for autonomous
vehicle technology as it continues to develop nationwide. Discussion in committee focused on
balancing innovation and future transportation opportunities with public safety, liability, and
regulatory clarity.
 
Both HB 302 and HB 217 are scheduled to return before the committee next Tuesday as
members continue reviewing the legislation and hearing additional testimony and questions from



members continue reviewing the legislation and hearing additional testimony and questions from
stakeholders and the administration. There’s a tentative meeting scheduled for Thursday, but
only if the committee feels like it’s needed. 

Joint Armed Services Committee

The Joint Armed Services Committee met today and heard presentations from various branches
of the military. These briefings allow legislators to maintain informed oversight of defense
operations and budgetary requirements critical to both state and national security interests.

My Bills

SB 230 Jonesville PUA is currently in House Rules. The bill was amended by the House
Resources Committee to incorporate eight boundary corrections to state refuges and critical
habitat areas that were inadvertently omitted from prior legislation. While these amendments do
not directly pertain to the Jonesville Public Use Area, they remain consistent with the underlying
intent of the bill.

Read the bill here:
SB0230C

SB 228 the Opioid Awareness Program bill is currently in the Senate Finance Committee
awaiting a hearing.

Read the bill here:
SB0228B

HB 17 the Disabled Veterans and Retirement Benefits bill is currently in the Senate Finance
Committee awaiting a hearing. Comments to the committee can be emailed to
Senate.Finance.Committee@akleg.gov .

Read the bill here:
HB0017A

National Day of Prayer
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Yesterday, in front of the Capitol, I led the National Day of Prayer event beginning with the
reading of the Governor's Executive Proclamation. The Alaska State Legislature joined fellow
Alaskans and millions across our nation in observing the National Day of Prayer. Since 1952, this
day has brought people of all faiths together on the first Thursday of May to pray for our families,
communities, state, and nation. As the Senator for District O, I'm mindful that faith and prayer
provide strength and wisdom for the important decisions we make on behalf of all Alaskans.

Together, through prayer and service, we can continue working toward a brighter future for all
Alaskans.

As always, my door is always open if you have any questions, concerns, or comments. If you
want to set up a meeting, please contact my office at 907-465-4859 or send me an email to
sen.george.rauscher@akleg.gov .

Community Contacts

Mat-Su Borough
Edna DeVries, Mayor

907-861-8682
Edna.DeVries@matsugov.us

 
Palmer 

Jim Cooper, Mayor
425-736-7175

 
 Wasilla

 Glenda Ledford, Mayor
 907-373-9055

 mayor@cityofwasilla.gov
 

Valdez
Dennis Fleming, Mayor

907-835-4313
dfleming@valdezak.gov

 
Denali Borough

Chris Noel, Mayor
 907-683-1330

dbgov@denaliborough.com
 



 
Big Lake Community Council

Jodi Riddell, President
907-414-3359

jlayne74@hotmail.com
 

Chase Community Council
Mike Woods, Chair

907-354-5815
mollyhops@mac.com

 
City of Anderson

Katie Griebe, Mayor
907-582-2500

coaclerk2@mtaonline.net
 

City of Houston
Carter Cole, Mayor

907-892-6869 .ext 206
ccole@houston-ak.gov

 
Louise, Susitna, Tyone Community Association

Jake Anders, President
907-727-4276

alaskananders@yahoo.com
 

North Lakes Community Council
Rod Hanson, President

907-841-8735
president@nlakes.cc

 
Point MacKenzie Community Council

Jim Mills, President
907-519-4036

ak.jamills@gmail.com
 

Talkeetna Community Council
Jonathan Korta, Chair

907-203-2532
jon@talkeetnacouncil.org

 
Trapper Creek Community Council

Jay Kresge, Chair
907-982-4483

jkresge101@gmail.com
 

Willow Area Community Organization
Tryg Erickson, Chair

waco_chair@waco-ak.org
 

Sutton Community Council
Earl Houser, Chair

Suttoncommunitycouncil@gmail.com
 

Chickaloon Community Council
Jeff Myers, Chair

907-707-6943
info@chickalooncc.com 

 
 Glacier View Community Council

Rodney Mays, President
(907) 232-1713



(907) 232-1713
glacierviewakcc@gmail.com

 
Fishhook Community Council

Joe Irvine, President
907-355-2213

FHCC.AK@gmail.com
 

Chitina Native Corporation 
Jason Hart, President

907-823-2223
info@chitinacorp.com

 
 Copper Valley

Ahtna Intertribal Resource
Anne Thomas, Chair

907-822-4466 
connect@ahtnatribal.org

 
 Cheesh’na Tribal Council

Marilynn Beeter, Chair
907-822-3503

www.Cheeshna.com/contact/
 
 

District O Legislative Information Office (LIO) Contact Info
 

Mat-Su LIO
907-376-3704 / 855-376-3704 (toll free)

LIO.Mat-Su@akleg.gov
http://matsu.akleg.gov

 
Glennallen LIO

907-822-5588/ 855-822-5588 (toll free)
LIO.Glennallen@akleg.gov
http://glennallen.akleg.gov/

 
Valdez LIO

907-835-2111/ 855-835-2111 (toll free)
LIO.Valdez@akleg.gov
http://valdez.akleg.gov/

 
Fairbanks LIO

907-452-4448/ 855-552-4448 (toll free)
LIO.Glennallen@akleg.gov
http://glennallen.akleg.gov/

 
 

Session Contact (January 2oth- Mid May)
       State Capital, Room 419      

         Juneau, AK 99801       
       Phone: 907-465-4859       

    Toll-free: 888-465-4859  
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