House Majority passes budget under cloak of secrecy

The Democrat-led house majority called the body to the floor with
less than ten minutes notice and no public availability, late Thursday.
The House Democrats reversed action taken Wednesday to pass the
Capital Budget and passed an unprecedented 89 page amendment
that jams an un-vetted version of the state's total operating budget
into the bill. A cloaked, rushed process superseded the trust and
duties afforded to legislators. Rules that have governed the
Legislature for decades have been broken, and the public process
has been deeply violated.

Then, at the objection of the Republican caucus adjourned the special
session.

After 150-days, Alaskans still do not have a budget that protects
essential services, reform to cash credits paid to oil and gas
companies, or a fiscal plan that protects the quality of life for Alaskans
and the health of our economy.

The next step will be an additional special session.

To see more about the special session budget process before this
vote click here.




75th Anniversary Celebration for the Alaska Highway

.

I SURVIVED THE ALASKA

| was honored to be a part of the 75th Anniversary celebration of the
completion of the Alaska Highway and Allen Army Airfield at Fort
Greely earlier this month.

In addition, | had the privilege of welcoming Leonard Larkin and his
sons to be a part of the celebration. Larkin served as a member of the
93rd Engineers unit, a troop of African-American soldiers who
constructed the highway from Whitehorse to Alaska in 1942.

The Alcan, as we know it today, would not have been possible without
the efforts of the US Army Corps of Engineers, which after the attack
on Pearl Harbor in 1941, and under orders from President Franklin D.
Roosevelt began to construct 1,422 miles of roadway.
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HB 6: Jonesville Public Use Area update

Work on legislation to establish the Jonesville Public Use Area
progressed in the legislature. | am hopeful the bill will pass next
session.

In the House, the bill was moved from the Resources and Finance
Committees and awaits a hearing on the House Floor.Sen. Mike
Dunleavy carried the bill in the Senate and managed to get the bill
passed the Resources Committee.

House Bill 6 seeks to dedicate land in the Sutton area for public use.
The legislation will protect, maintain, enhance, and perpetuate the
present use of the area. Adoption of the Jonesville Public Use Area
will improve public safety at the recreational site in Sutton.

For more information on HB 6: Jonesville Public Use Area click here.
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Rep. Rauscher was in Valdez over Memorial Day weekend
enjoying the community events and the Prince William Sound. He
is pictured here with the Department of Military and Veterans
Affairs Deputy Commissioner Bob Doehl and Coast Guard
Commander Joseph Lilly.




State Parks near Delta to remain open

The Alaska Department of
Natural Recourses has no plans
to close any state parks areas in
the Delta Junction area. Due to
budget cuts the following sites
will be placed under "Passive
Management"

e Delta State Historic Park

e Clearwater State
Recreation Site

e Delta State Recreation Site

e Donnelly Creek Recreation

Site

e Fielding Lake Recreation
Site

e Quartz Lake Recreation
Site

These sites will remain open for
use by residents and visitors.
Instead of an onsite ranger, an
“Iron Ranger”, a fee station, will
be placed at these locations.
Parks staff will only occasionally
patrol the areas.

| am working with DNR, and the
Governor to see if there
are alternatives to prevent the
implementation of the Iron
Rangers at state parks in the
Delta area.




Summer Construction Projects
Richardson Highway, MP 235 Ruby Creek Bridge
Replacement - Construction is underway and work will continue
through September. Over the course of the project, be alert to
daytime work and construction crews. Watch out for truck
crossings and shoulder work. Expect DELAYS up to 20 minutes.

Richardson Highway, MP 24-MP 35 - Operations on this project
will include asphalt grinding and culvert replacements. Use
caution when driving on gravel surfaces, and be alert to truck
crossings. Please be aware of flaggers stationed at either end of
the active work zones and comply with all traffic control devices
and traffic personnel instructions.

The Alaska Department of Transportation, in cooperation with
QAP, is working to resurface the Richardson Highway from MP 24
to MP 35. Upon completion, new pavement will be installed
between MP 24 and MP 35, along with improved drainage
structures and new guardrail sections. This project is expected to
be complete by October 2017.

Richardson Highway Resurfacing Project - Work will be done
over the summer on sections of the Richardson Highway to
resurface and repair the asphalt. The bridges over Valdez Glacier
Stream and the Lowe River will be repaved, along with sections
of the highway. Expect delays for the project throughout the
summer.

Richardson Highway MP 110 Tazlina Wayside Riverbank
Stabilization - Project awarded to Scarselli Bros., Inc.
Construction phase is nearing closeout.



Denali Highway Flood Repairs - This project is slated to begin
June 19. The Alaska Department of Transportation, in partnership
with Mass Excavation, is working to improve drainage and help
protect roadway and bridges from future flood damage.

Chickaloon Bridge - This is a Western Federal Lands Highway
Project. The $11.8 million project was awarded to Granite
Construction to realign the Glenn Highway on either side of the
bridge and remove more than 700,000 cubic yards of material
from the hillside. The project will be roughed in this summer and
completed next year.

Click here for future DOT House District 9 road

construction projects

Community steps up to fund Big Delta Historic
Park riverbank stabilization project
After receiving contributions from organizations and individuals,
Alaska State Parks moved forward this spring with a river bank
stabilization project to protect historic properties at Big Delta State
Historical Park.

Alaska State Parks received $48,000 in donations for this project
during a September 2016 “Fund Your Park” crowdfunding campaign.
In addition to those funds, the state Office of History and Archaeology
provided $100,000 in unobligated grant monies to the erosion control
project

The division issued a contract to Arctic Terra LLC to harden
approximately 200 feet of riverbank using a bioengineered approach
that protects historic structures and provides fish-friendly habitat. The
project is now complete.

Thank you to those who contributed to make this project possible. Your
generous donations at this time of fiscal constraint preserved a part of
Alaska's history.




State, AHTNA extend negotiations in Klutina Rd case
The State of Alaska and AHTNA Inc. jointly petitioned the court May
30 for an additional 90-days to finalize an agreement on access and
control of Klutina Lake Road. The court filings for the extension
indicate that the time will be used for a public comment period given
the strong public interest in the matter.

Cori Mills, with the Attorney General's office, did not know when the
public hearings will be schedules at this time.

AHTNA brought the case forward against the State in 2008, alleging
trespass and the State counterclaimed to have the Court decide the
existence and scope of the right-of-way along the popular road.
Before starting a long and contentious trial, the State and Ahtna
decided to see if they could settle the case.
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